CHAPTER XXXVI

ATTIS AS THE FATHER GOD

ELSEWHERE I have suggested that the story of the loves of
Attis and Cybele might be in one of its aspects a version of the
widespread myth which represents Mother Earth fertilized
by father sky.1 To take here a single example of that myth,
the Manggerai, a people of West Flores, in the Indian Archi-
pelago, personify Sky and Earth as husband and wife ; the
consummation of their marriage is manifested in the rain,
which fertilizes Mother Earth, so that she gives birth to her
children, the produce of the fields and the fruits of the trees.
The sky is called langit; it is the male power ; the earth is
called along \ it is the female power. Together they form a
divine couple, called Moeri Kraeng. Men and animals have
also sprung from this divine marriage ; indeed they live and
grow by eating plants, which are the offspring of Earth (alang);
hence their bodies consist of the produce of Earth and are
therefore also her children. The prayer which at the opening
of tillage is uttered by the oldest man of the village amid the
assembled villagers runs thus : " O Moeri Kraeng, give us a
little rain, that the rice and the maize may thrive a little."
Further, animals of various sorts are killed and their blood
used to fertilize Mother Earth. Boiled rice is also offered.
Afterwards all kinds of games are played.2

1 Adonis, Attis, Osiris, i. 282.            Indische   Tool-,  Land-  en   Volken-

1 H.  B.  Stapel,  " Het Mangger-     kunde, Ivi. (Batavia and the Hague,
aische   Yolk,"   in   Tijdsehrift   voor     1914) pp. 163 sq.
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